Enzyme coupling method on calibrated nylon spheres: application to the selective trypsinization of histones in chromatin.
A new method consisting of a two-step activation was developed in order to covalently immobilize enzymes on calibrate nylon 66 spheres. This efficient method associates for the first time peptide bond cleavage and O-alkylation of the support. Optimal conditions for activation and protein coupling were defined, and immobilized trypsin was used to investigate the histone accessibility on chromatin. This approach, which allows us to degrade first progressively H1, indicates that H4 seems inaccessible both in relaxed and condensed chromatin.